
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

A p p l i c a t i o n  No. 12571 of M r s .  Maude T. F i s h e r ,  e t . a l ,  p u r s u a n t  
t o  Pa ragraph  8207.11 o f  t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s ,  f o r  a  v a r i a n c e  
from t h e  l o t  a r e a  requ i rements  (Sub-sec t ion  3301.1) t o  p e r m i t  
t h e  c o n v e r s i o n  o f  a  b u i l d i n g  t o  a  t h r e e  u n i t  apa r tment  house  i n  
t h e  R-4 D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  p remises  3546 - 1 3 t h  S t r e e t ,  N .  W . ,  
(Square 2834, Lo t  1 4 4 ) .  

HEARING DATE: January  25, 1978 
DECISION DATE: J a n u a r y  25, 1978 ( Bench D e c i s i o n )  

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  is  l o c a t e d  a t  3546 - 1 3 t h  S t r e e t ,  
N .  W. and i s  i n  an  R-4 D i s t r i c t .  

2. The l o t  is  17.16 f e e t  wide by 127 f e e t  deep  and i s  
improved w i t h  a  t h r e e  s t o r y  b r i c k  house c o n t a i n i n q  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  
u n i t s  . 

3. The house was purchased  by t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  husband 
i n  1955 and has  been used a s  a  t h r e e  u n i t  apa r tment  house  
s i n c e  and p r i o r  t o  s a i d  d a t e .  

4 .  The l a s t  C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  Occupancy, No. A-33556, d a t e d  
November 1 7 ,  1955 was i n c o r r e c t l y  i s s u e d  f o r  a  f l a t .  

5. Evidence o f  r e c o r d  r e f l e c t s  t h a t  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia 
from 1956 t o  1977,  h a s  been i s s u i n g  l i c e n s e s  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  
f a m i l y  f o r  t h e  s u b j e c t  p remises  a s  an apar tment  house.  

6.  On t h e  l a s t  renewal  d a t e ,  Noveinber 1, 1977,  a p p l i c a n t  
was a d v i s e d  t h a t  t h e  p r e n i s e s  was l i s t e d  a s  a  f l a t  and t h a t  
h e r  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a  C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  Occupancy a s  an apar tment  
house was d i sapproved .  

7. Under Sub-sec t ion  3301.1 c o n v e r s i o n  t o  a  m u l t i p l e  d w e l l i n g  
r e q u i r e s  900 s q u a r e  f e e t  o f  l o t  a r e a  f o r  each  u n i t  w i t h i n  t h e  
b u i l d i n g .  A p p l i c a n t ' s  l o t  c o n s i s t s  o f  2 ,  179 s q u a r e  f e e t ,  where 
2,700 s q u a r e  f e e t  i s  normal ly  r e q u i r e d .  

8. There was no o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n .  
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9 .  A d v i s o r y  N e i g h b o r h o o d  C o m m i s s i o n  1 A  f i l e d  no r e c o m m e n -  
d a t i o n  on t h e  app l i ca t ion .  

CONCLUSIONS O F  LAW: 

B a s e d  on t h e  record t h e  B o a r d  concludes  t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  
property had a h i s t o r y  of a p a r t m e n t  house use  f r o m  1 9 5 5  t o  date,  
and w a s  b e ing  used as such on t h e  effect ive date of t h e  Z o n i n g  
R e g u l a t i o n s  M a y  1 2 ,  1 9 5 8 .  T h e  B o a r d  concludes t h a t  t h e  C e r t i f i c a t e  
of O c c u p a n c y  f o r  a f l a t  i s s u e d  i n  1 9 5 5  w a s  i n  error and should  
have been f o r  an  a p a r t m e n t .  T h e  B o a r d  concludes t h a t  use  of 
t h e  proper ty  as an a p a r t m e n t  has created no s u b s t a n t i a l  d e t r i m e n t  
t o  t h e  p u b l i c  good. A c c o r d i n g l y ,  i t  i s  ORDERED t h a t  t h e  app l i -  
ca t ion  i s  GRANTED. 

VOTE : 

4-0 ( C h l o e t h i e l  W o o d a r d  S m i t h ,  C h a r l e s  R.  N o r r i s ,  W i l l i a m  F. 
M c I n t o s h ,  and L e o n a r d  L .  M c C a n t s )  

BY ORDER O F  THE D. C.  BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

A T T E S T E D  B y :  - -  - \ 

STEVEN E .  S H E R  
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: ';Z 1 FEB 1978 

THAT THE ORDER O F  THE BOARD I S  V A L I D  FOR A  P E R I O D  O F  S I X  MONTHS 
ONLY UNLESS A P P L I C A T I O N  FOR A  B U I L D I N G  AND/OR OCCUPANCY P E R M I T  
I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT O F  HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
W I T H I N  A  P E R I O D  O F  S I X  MONTHS A F T E R  THE E F F E C T I V E  DATE O F  T H I S  
ORDER. 


